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gave the interpretations of the various marks of light
and shade, which to me conveyed very little, but the
photo detective found gun emplacements, fortifications,
oil reserves, barracks and even troops drilling, which
was invaluable information for the bombing squadrons
and for the General Staff. With the stereoscopic photo-
graphs, that is, two of the same area taken from different
angles, it was possible, with the stereoscopic lens, to
distinguish much more. Fortifications and houses, which
had been merely flat shadows, suddenly jumped into
prominence.
The prowess of the various squadrons varied consider-
ably ; and the differences generally depended upon the
type of officer who was in command. The best
squadrons were those led by an officer who was him-
self still an active pilot There were, it is true, some
squadrons where the spirit was not sufficiently aggressive.
With Eddie Ward of the B.B.C. I visited an air-base
near Evreux, at the beginning of June, when the
Germans had begun to break through on the Somme
and the Aisne, and were making for the Seine. It was
naturally extremely important that the French bombers
should be as active as possible, bombing the enemy
troop concentrations and lines of communications. We
were in the Colonel's office when the General command-
ing the Air Unit telephoned to say that orders had come
through from headquarters that waves of bombers must
be sent immediately to harry the advancing enemy*
We could hear him giving his orders in a loud voice
down the telephone. It was essential, he said, that